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PROSPECTUS 
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BIBLIOTHECA SACRA, 


FOR VOLUME XX, 1863. 


The financial embarrassments resulting from the present rebellion, 
call the friends of learning to a new effort in behalf of their Period- 
icals. This special effort is needed, because the expense of pub- 
lishing these Periodicals is augmented by the war, and because the 
attention of scholars is now apt to be turned away from their appro- 
priate studies to the engrossing scenes of the battle-field. We 
therefore request our readers to examine the present Prospectus. 


History OF THE BIBLIOTHECA SACRA. 


The BrsticaL REePosirory was commenced at Andover, jn 1831. 
The present series of the BrstiotHEcA Sacra was commenced 
at Andover, in 1844. A volume not belonging to this series was 
published at New York, in 1843, by Prof. Edward Robinson. The 
two Periodicals were united in 1851. The volume for the year 
1863 is the twentieth of the BrstrotHeca Sacra, and the fifty- 
first of the Brsticat Repository, in the combined series. This 


combined series contains a much larger number of pages than is 
contained in any other Theological Quarterly in our land. 

The first Editors of the present BrstiotHeca Sacra were 
Professor B. B. Edwards, and Professor Edwards A. Park, of the 
Andover Theological Seminary. Several of the richest essays of 
Prof. Edwards were published in this Review. Since the year 
1852, the Editors have been Professor Park, and Samuel H. Tay- 
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lor, LL. D., of Phillips Academy, Andover. Among its regular 
contributors have been, and are now, eminent scholars, connected 
with various theological and collegiate institutions of the United 
States. Its pages have been, and will continue to be, enriched by 


- such contributions from Foreign Missionaries in the East as may 


illustrate the Biblical Record; and also by such essays from distin- 
guished naturalists as may elucidate the agreement between Science 
and Religion. It is hoped that, hereafter, more space will be devo- 
ted than has been given heretofore to strictly Biblical and Theo- 
logical inquiries. Arrangements have been made for securing the 
most valuable literary intelligence from various parts of Europe, 
and the most thoughtful reviews of scientific and literary works. 

The abstracts which President Sears of Brown University has 
furnished of the more important German treatises, and the reviews 
which Dr. J. P. Thompson of New York has furnished of recent 
works on Egyptology, have been eminently accurate and thorough. 
These gentlemen will continue their valuable contributions. 

The BrsuiorHeca SACRA originally introduced the plan, and it 
will hereafter prosecute it, of compressing and transferring the 
substance of German dissertations into the English language and 
idioms, without exactly translating one by one the German sen- 
tences, or preserving the peculiarity of the German style, or 
introducing trains of thought, which interest the German mind, but 
in the view of Americans are irrelevant or unessential to the 
theme. 

AND Alm OF THE WoRK.: 


The BrstiorHeca Sacra is not designed for discussions of 
ephemeral interest, but for those of permanent value. It has insert- 
ed many an Article which has cost its author months of toil; and 
here and there an Article on which more than a year, or even two 
years, have been expended. Such Articles will not lose their worth 
with the passing time. The Review aims to give a careful and 
painstaking explanation of the spirit and genius of different schools, 
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ancient and modern, in ethical philosophy, and in religion. This 
feature of the work, as well as its Biblical character, was highly 
prized by Sir William Hamilton, who perused its pages regularly, 
and, in a letter to its Editors, expressed his appreciation of its 
worth. The Review is referred to and quoted by many foreign 
authors in their publications: by Neander, Ellicott, Kitto, J. P. and 
William Smith, the writers of the Enclyclopaedia Britannica, and 
others. In this manner, the BrstiotHEecaA Sacra aims to fulfil the 
original design of periodical literature, as the design is stated in the 
New American Cyclopaedia: “The extension of knowledge and 
the multiplication of books [render] it impossible for the [private] 
scholar to inform himself of the progress of learning in various 
countries, or to purchase and peruse more than a small portion of 
the works issued from the press; hence the necessity for critical 
journals.” 
The BrstiotHeca SacRA is not a sectarian journal. It does 
not strive to inflame the zeal of theological partisans, but to exhibit 
the broad scriptural views of truth, and to cherish a catholic spirit 
among the conflicting schools of evangelical divines. It is the 
organ of no clique or party, but it is a “Library” of essays, a 
“ Repository” of tracts, written by differing theologians, and 
adapted to explain or to elicit the exact truth. The Hvening Ha- 
press, published in Eastern Pennsylvania, Jan. 27, 1862, says: 
“For breadth of scholarship, depth of thought, and soundness in _ 
i Bible Doctrines, we doubt whether this periodical is not without a 
rival. What a happy influence such publications would exert, if 
| . our men of reading and of letters would more liberally encourage 
a them. Every clergyman should be in possession of this, and of 
q course the leading publication of his own church. He would then 
have themes and matter sufficient to give him variety for the year. 
: This is no sectarian publication ; but devoted to religious literature 
and philosophy.” 
& This Review does not pretend to:shape the materials of thought 
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so that they may be transferred at once, and without being re- 
wrought, into sermons; but it aims to suggest principles which will 
refresh and strengthen the writer of sermons, and stir him up to 
various and ‘vigorous presentations of Biblical Doctrine. Some of 
its Articles require deep thought in the reader ; but this is abso- 
lutely essential to the maintenance of a dignified and commanding 
science of theology. When a clergyman ceases to feel an interest 
in elaborate discussion, he begins to throw away the rightful author- 
ity of his office. When he confines his attention to books which 
are no more adapted to the educated mind than to the uneducated, 
he becomes less “apt to teach” ‘those who look up to him for 
instruction, and less qualified to command the reverence of a 
congregation whose training he ought to superintend. The leader 
must walk before the /ed. The shepherd must not keep abreast of 
his flock, nor lag behind it. He must move in advance, and must 
be followed by those who have reason to confide in his guidance. 
A pastor is bound to acquaint himself with spheres of thought to 
which the majority of his hearers are unaccustomed. His more 
recondite studies are essential to the interest of his simpler dis- 
courses. His exercise with heavy armor fits him to wield the com- 
mon implements of his office with the greater elasticity. “We 
need all our learning,” said Archbishop Usher to his clergy, “to 
make things plain.” 

.As the Brstiorneca Sacra is not a partisan Review, its 
Editors have been, and intend to be, liberal in admitting such Arti- 
cles as they do not, in all respects, endorse. They insert able 
essays from different evangelical schools. They are not to be held 
responsible for any statement which does not appear under their 
own names. 

They have begun to insert, and intend to continue, a series of 
Articles unfolding the distinctive principles adopted by different 
theological parties and sects, and exhibiting the peculiarities of 
meaning which the parties and sects attach to the terms they use. 
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In order that these Articles may be, and may be esteemed, authentic 
and authoritative, each one will be written by a representative 
-member of the sect or party whose tepets are described. It is 
believed that such a series of Articles will tend to prevent some 
fruitless discussion ; for, a large part of our theological controversies 
is occupied with the charge and the proof that the controversialists 
are misunderstood, and’ therefore misrepresented. It is a waste of 
time to refute what our opponents do not believe, and it causes a 
loss of charity to accuse them of maintaining what they do not 
mean to maintain, and what they think that they utterly reject. 

This series of Articles has already, it is believed, accomplished 
much good. It has been thus noticed in the following Periodicals : 


‘“ This is a new feature in our religious Quarterlies ; and, if well carried out, 
it will tend to cultivate Christian charity, and a true theological spirit.” — Her- 
ald and Recorder, Jan. 23, 1862. 


~ 


“ This plan, if properly carried out, will, we think, do much good. It will do 
something, and we trust much, towards enabling Christians of different denomi- 
nations to understand each other as to the reasons, often trivial, by which sects 
are now held at variance in the eye of the world, when they are really one in 
heart. The time has fully come for the presentation of matters, in regard to 
which Christian brethren differ, in the light of truth, and not of caricature. And 
such a result will be promoted by the plan now adopted by the editors of the 
Andover quarterly.” — Boston Recorder, Jan. 30, 1862. 


“The article on Close Communion was prepared by Prof. Hovey, of Newton 
‘Theological Institution, and is remarkable for the clearness and candor of its 
statements and spirit.”” — Journal and Messenger, Jan. 24, 1862. 


“Tt is the purpose of the editors to make the work a thesaurus for information 
concerning the peculiar views of all prominent Christian denominations and 
sects, by allowing each school and sect to make its own statements of what it 
believes. Thus the Congregationalists, the Presbyterians (Old and New School), 
the Baptists (open and close communionists), and indeed all prominent parties 
in theology, will have an opportunity to state their own creeds, in a clear and 
catholic spirit, without controverting the views of those who differ from them. 
This is really no new feature of the Brstiorueca Sacra, for it was never 
designed to be a partisan or sectarian work. It is only carrying out its original 
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plan more effectually, and greatly increasing its value to clergymen. Every other 
quarterly in the land, designed to promote theological and biblical knowledge, is 
the exclusive organ of some school or denomination ; and while this only be- 
longs to no school or no sect, it ds sedulously and ably careful to inculcate only 
the great principles of Christianity, and of sound learning. In our opinion, it is 
indispensable to help every minister of the gospel to be ‘a scribe instructed ’ 
unto the kingdom of heaven.” — Congregational Journal, Feb. 13, 1862. 


“This Quarterly is aiming to introduce a new method of religious discussion. 
It cannot be denied that the controversies on points of disagreement among 
Christians, are too often conducted in a spirit of bitterness. We are glad to see 
signs of improvement. Calm and clear statements of the different views held 
by various denominations of Christians, unimpassioned argumentation, will tend 
to unite, rather than to divide Christians of different creeds. In the previous 
number, an article appeared by Rev. Dr. Hovey, a Baptist, setting forth some of 
the peculiarities of his denomination ; the present number opens with “ Doctrines 
of Methodism,” by Rev. Dr. Whedon, a Methodist. The editors of this Review 
are Congregationalists, yet they seek for contributions among the different evan- 
gelical schools. The April number contains weighty matter, which intelligent 
readers may peruse with pleasure and profit.” — The M‘Kean Miner, April 29, 
1862. 


“The plan of allowing each denomination to represent its own views, is a' 


most admirable feature of this work. The Baptist article on Communion, in a 
recent number, has done much to place us in our true position before other de- 
nominations. The Methodists have equal cause of gratification, from the inser- 
tion of a long article on the Doctrines of Methodism, by Rev. D. D. Whedon, 
editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review.” — The American Baptist, Apr. 29. 
1862. 


“The exposition of Methodism, by an author who speaks with authority, is 
very valuable for ministers and others who take an interest in studying denomi- 
national peculiarities. We like the new feature in this Quarterly, by which it 
gives writers of different denominations an opportunity to define the peculiarities 
of their own system.” — Boston Recorder, May 1, 1862. 


“We do not remember a number of the BrstiotueEca every article of which 
interested us like these. The first is the second in the series designed to present 
the distinctive peculiarities of each school, from some leader in it. It is a clear 
and candid exposition of the doctrines of Methodism, by Rev. Dr. D. D. Whe- 
don. Theologians will find it hard to get, for four dollars a year, nine hundred 
pages of more valuable matter than this Quarterly supplies.” — Christian Register, 
May 10, 1862. 
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INDEX OF THE BIBLIOTHECA SACRA. 


The value of this Periodical has been increased by the publication 
of an Index, containing 223 pages octavo, to the first thirteen 
volumes, and it will be increased hereafter by the publication of 

- an Index to the volumes published since the year 1856. Each 
volume of the Review also contains a copious Index of that partic- 
ular volume. This annual Index ordinarily occupies from eight 
to ten pages, and augments the worth of each volume. 


TERMS AND PREMIUMS. _ ‘ 


The terms of the BrstiorHeca Sacra are four dollars per 
annum. A discount of 25 per cent will be made to those who pay 
strictly in advance, and receive it directly from the office of publi- 
cation, postage unpaid. When supplied by agents, it is furnished 
‘for $3.50 in advance ; otherwise, $4.00. 

Any present subscriber who will send one new name, and pay- 
ment for a year, together with his own subscription, shall receive, 
post-paid, a capy of Prof. Shedd’s Discourses, or any other one 
dollar book in the list of Andover Publications. For two new 
subscribers, two books, etc. 

The same offer is made to any one not now a subscriber, who will 
become one, and will also send one new name, with payment for 
both for a year. | ‘ 

Any person sending three new names, and payment for a year, 


shall receive a fourth copy gratis. 

é Postage. The postage is five cents per number, or twenty 
cents per year, to any part of the United States. 

Back NumBers. — Complete sets of the BrstiorHeca Sacra 
may still be had of the publisher. — 

WARREN F. DRAPER, 
PUBLISHER. 


Anpover, Mass., JAN. 1, 1863. 
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